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I am privileged to have known Dean since our younger years as family friends, but have become 
closer with Dean over the last couple of years. 

 
I had the honour of accompanying Dean to a dinner function for the  
Police Service last year.  Dean had spoken during the previous week for the Officers who had 
come from various parts of the world to participate in a development course. I observed that 
people were 'taken' by Dean, still wanting to speak to him to find out more about his incredible 
journey even after the majority of these people had heard his speech during the week.  I can say 
without a doubt that all of those present at the dinner and for Dean's speech took something very 
special away with them to share with others about Deans life and his inspiring messaged he 
relentlessly sets about getting across. 
 
Dean's life is undoubtedly like no other.  It is tough, unique, painful, physically and mentally 
challenging and unpredictable.  When most people rise an hour or two before they leave for work 
Dean is up 4 to 5 hours before undergoing an extremely painful medical routine.  This is just one 
of the many ways Dean has to lead his life in order to survive each day whether he wants it to be 
like that or not.  So maybe this is the reason why, that in every other aspect of his life be that 
work, personal - with family or friends or anything for his own satisfaction, he excels to the 
highest level and confidently goes about to achieve the very best out come in every situation. 
 
In saying that, Dean's disease, Epidermolysis Bullosa has enabled him to become the strong 
willed, caring intelligent and humorous friend that he is today.  Dean has had to condition his 
mind to bare the unthinkable level of pain and then rise above it, pretend it's not here and we are 
not talking the pain of slamming a finger in a door here. It is worse!  How one person can endure 
so much pain yet sustain such a positive attitude and live life to the fullest is a miracle in itself. He 
displays great willpower which everyone should aspire. 
 
When I look at Dean or listen to or talk to Dean I am always learning. He has taught me so much.  
Not only learning about Dean but learning also how to better myself by using different concepts 
of positive thinking which Dean has endeavoured to show me. 
 
Dean has the ability to show people a light if they feel theirs is fading.   
He has the power to inspire people, reach out and touch their hearts like no one else. 
 
If there's one thing I have learnt from Dean it is that the human spirit is what truly matters, not 
material possessions, looks, or latest fashions or money.  IF you have love and a good heart that's 
all you need to survive and that's what will take you places.  As Dean has made perfectly clear, 
the essence of our lives is what we allow our spirit to do or not do. 
 
Dean is an asset to human existence and although it sounds cliché, if there were more people like 
Dean the world would be a more pleasant place.  Due to his sheer determination, Dean never 
gives up and he never will!!!!  He has a sense of humour that will keep you smiling for hours.  I 
see Dean as AMAZING!   
That is the word I use a lot to Dean because he really does amaze me so often, in so many ways. 
 
Elizabeth Cross 
Friend. 

 
 
 



Dean is not a sporting hero or the Demtel man, he does have an amazing story of life's struggle from a 
perspective that not many could imagine or handle.  He is courage personified and I only hope you may have 
the opportunity to find this out. Many believe Dean is a National Treasure. 
Life is a strange and very precious thing, the truth is often stranger than fiction – 
**** Dean has Epidermolysis Bullosa (EB) or more commonly referred term a, Cotton Wool Kids.  The term 
kids is used due to the fact that those with this genetic disease do not live past childhood.  This is a tragic and 
debilitating disease with no cure, usually containing an early death sentence. Dean has baffles medical science 
with his survival and his struggle for life. There are many from all walks of life that can learn a great deal from 
this young man.  
 
Dean is now 26; he was not expected to live past the age of 5.  Dean’s day is one filled with incredible pain and 
hardship, none of which he allows to impede the pursuit of his dream. Motivational speaking, sharing his life 
story, thereby inspiring others to dream and to believe in themselves.  
Dean is an ordinary bloke with an extraordinary gift, you will never look at life in the same way again. Dean’s 
journey as a Motivational speaker started simply and honestly, he is committed to helping others through his 
own personnel experience.  This was not intentional ----it is a gift he has and if you allow yourself the 
opportunity perhaps the emotional roller coaster --that is Dean’s life will inspire you as much as it has inspired 
thousands already!  You owe it to yourself and your company, in fact you deserve Dean! I hold this philosophy 
very strongly, I believe I am a better person and you will be as well by taking this chance to witness what Dean 
has to offer.   
 
By the way Dean is also the Face of ACE”, ACE is Australia’s Disability Employment Service Peak Body; 
promoting awareness within Australian business communities  ‘Possibilities for People with Disabilities’, Dean 
is their National Ambassador.   Dean is also the Good Will Ambassador for the Brisbane Broncos and a 
spokesperson with DEBRA (Dystrophic Epidermolysis Bullosa Research of Australia) he has his own company 
DMC Motivational and in his sphere he is the Business and Marketing Officer with Ken Mills Toyota.  Not 
bad for a guy that calls himself (and his presentations) Dead Man Working! 
 
Dean is a truly amazing and remarkable man.  
To walk a mile in Dean’s shoes and maintain the composure and zest for life Dean has is beyond most mere 
mortals. Yet he shares openly and willingly urging others to dream and to believe in themselves!   
Dean’s story is powerful, moving and empowering, an audience is taken on the emotional roller coaster --that is 
Dean’s life!  Dean sharing his story is life changing and makes one look seriously at life and what we all take 
for granted. I know Dean has something unique and special to offer groups, corporations and business, simply 
by telling his story!  
 
Dean’s Presentation is titled “Dead Man Working”. He modifies the presentation to cater to all speaking 
requirements, from Keynote presentations to whatever the company or conference may require. The feedback 
from schools, universities, small, medium and large businesses as well as Cooperate functions and Government 
functions suggest Dean is going to be in high demand.  
 
 
Shane Webcke 
Brisbane Broncos 
(2005) 

 
 
 
 



To whom it may concern, 
 

March this year (2005) I was very fortunate to attend a business conference in which Dean Clifford presented 

his story “Dead Man Working”. It was an extremely thought provoking and moving presentation of Deans life 

living with EB and the daily challenges he has faced to get to where he is today. It is a presentation worthy to 

be heard in any environment from school children, staff motivation workshops, conferences, to the corporate 

elite. Dean is a very professional and natural speaker, mixing the serious issues that he faces with EB with his 

good humour making for a very personal and entertaining experience.   

 

Dean and I have shared a friendship for 10 years. In this time I have watched him develop from a very unwell 

teenager to the man he is today. Although Dean has faced many physical and emotional challenges 

throughout his life, he has never let it stop him from living life to the full. He has always been extremely 

optimistic and positive, and determined to live life, like any other young man.  As a person who has played 

professional sport, Deans message of perseverance, determination and humility, has had a powerful effect on 

me. It reminds me to keep a clear focus on my goals, and appreciate others who have a tougher road them 

myself, yet still achieve. To try and live every day to the full, appreciating my health and not taking it for 

granted. 

 

Seeing the way Dean has impacted many people around him, it is a tribute to his character and to that of his 

family. It has been my honor and privilege to know Dean personally; I hope that others have the same 

opportunity. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Brad Thorn 

Rugby League / 
Rugby Union 
Dual Internationalist.  



 



 



 



 


